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TAGS: PLOS, AP 

SUBJECT:LOS: APPROACHES TO SELECTED APRICAN COUNTRIES 

1 . IN VIEW OF THE NUMERICAL POWER WIRT .PEP BY THE APRICAN 
GROUP AT THE LOS CONPERENCE, WE INTEND TO APPROACH SELECTED 
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GOVERNMENTS IN CAPITALS IN AN ATTEMPT TO ENCOURAGE REASON- 
ABLENESS TOWARD THE ESTABLISHMENT OE A SEABED MINING REGIME 
THAT TRULY SERVES THE INTERESTS OF BOTH POTENTIAL MINING 
COUNTRIES EROM AMONG DEVELOPED AND DEVELOPING STATES AND 
THOSE COUNTRIES THAT HAVE NO SUCH POTENTIAL INDIVIDUALLY 
BUT THAT WOULD BENEFIT DIRECTLY EROM A VIABLE, OPERATING 
ENTERPRISE AND EROM REVENUE SHARING DERIVED EROM ALL SOUR- 
CES OF MINING. TO BE USEEUL, SUCH APPROACHES MUST BE MADE 
BEFORE THE EEBRUARY 6-17 INTERSESSIONAL MEETING IN NEW YORK, 
WHERE SELECTED SEABEDS ISSUES WILL CONSTITUTE EIRST AGENDA 
ITEM. 

2. THE COUNTRIES WE HAVE IN MIND ARE SUDAN, BOTSWANA, GABON 
ZAIRE, ZAMBIA, MAURITIUS AND LIBERIA, NONE OE WHICH HAS 
PLAYED A PROMINENT ROLE IN LOS TO DATE, AND ALL OE WHICH 
COULD POTENTIALLY BRING MODERATE INELUENCE TO BEAR IN THE 
OAU AND GROUP OP 77. WE HAVE NOT INCLUDED TANZANIA, SENE- 
GAL, KENYA AND NIGERIA ONLY BECAUSE WE HAVE ALREADY ESTAB- 
LISHED GOOD COMMUNICATIONS WITH SENIOR LOS OPPICIALS IN 

THOSE COUNTRIES AND BELIEVE NO GOOD PURPOSE WOULD BE SERV- 
ED BY APPEARING TO BE APPEALING OVER THEIR HEADS TO MORE 
SENIOR OPPICIALS. 

3. BEPORE UNDERTAKING THESE APPROACHES, WE REQUEST EMBAS- 
SIES TO INPORM APPROPRIATE BELGIAN, BRITISH AND PRENCH 
CONPIDENTIAL 
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OPPICIALS OF OUR INTENTION AND SOLICIT THEIR VIEWS, IN- 
CLUDING WHETHER THEY RELIEVE IT WOULD BE MORE EPFECTIVE TO 
MAKE APPROACHES JOINTLY IN SOME CASES, E.G., WITH THE 
PRENCH IN LIBREVILLE, OR IN TANDEM. IN VIEW OP IMMINENCE 
OP INTERSESSIONAL MEETING, WE WOULD APPRECIATE HOST GOVERN- 
MENT RESPONSES AS SOON AS POSSIBLE. 

CHRISTOPHER 


CONPIDENTIAL 
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